12/10/2015 Warriors owner Joe Lacob admits that SF waterfront arena is ‘going to be a challenge’ - Golden State Warriors

SECTIONS

Warriors owner Joe Lacob admits that SF waterfront
arena is ‘going to be a challenge’

By Rusty Simmons on January 23, 2014 at 10:57 AM

22

Warriors/Snohetta/steelblue

IMAGE 1 OF 3 | PROPOSED WARRIORS STADIUM IN SAN FRANCISCO

Aerial view of the Golden State Warriors proposed arena and neighboring development across the
Embarcadero.

Warriors owner Joe Lacob finally admitted during a KNBR interview Thursday that
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plans to play games at a proposed San Francisco waterfront arena starting in 2017
might not be completely realistic.

“If everything worked perfectly, our goal was to be in for 2017-18,” Lacob said in an in-

studio interview with Gary Radnich and Larry Krueger. “I think that is going to be a
challenge. We're trying. We're going to keep trying, but we need to do it right. It’s not
just about getting it done. It’s about getting it done right. If it takes a year a longer, it
takes a year longer. I'm not going to be concerned with that.”

The Warriors have faced fierce opposition to their $1 billion arena on Piers 30-32, just

south of the Bay Bridge. Critics of the plan say that “an arena can not comply with

the public trust doctrine governing waterfront development in the state, which
requires public benefits and maritime use, and San Francisco has far better inland
locations.”

Another persistent issue with the arena proposal is how to deal with traffic on the
Embarcadero. Although the site is in close proximity to BART and Muni, a planned
500-space parking lot on-site would be for VIPs only. The arena could bring an
additional 18,000 people to the waterfront on game days.
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